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What is Action Research?
Main Goals Include:
· Positively impact student ____________________
· Identify and promote effective instructional practices
· Create opportunities for teachers to become reflective ___________________________
· Share research results with other educators

Aiding in Vocabulary Acquisition of Fourth Graders
Students living with ________ ________________________________ _________________________ lack the vocabulary needed to be successful as readers, writers, speakers, and listeners with grade level material. 

What is the problem of practice investigated?
When there is a deficiency in _______________________,  reading comprehension is poor, resulting in weaknesses in all literacy components, as well as core subjects. 

Why is this important?
· A child’s vocabulary is essentially the brain’s toolkit for _____________, __________________, and _______________.
· Vocabulary deficiencies are one of the leading causes of the 
_________________ __________________ ________.
Students must understand ________ of the words they read or hear in order to comprehend the text.
· Students need extensive exposure to vocabulary (____ times) before they internalize the words. 



Tier Two Words are:
· imperative for reading ________________________
· contain multiple ________________
· used across a wide range of environments
· characteristic of _________________ language learners
· beneficial because they help students use more _________________ vocabulary to describe concepts 

Who would benefit from reviewing my research?
· Educators teaching in a _____________  ___ ______________
· Teachers with a population of ELL students
· Educators with any form of Exceptional Children 
· Teachers with _______ __________________ _______________
· Educators who need to reenergize their ELA program
· Any person with a vested interest in increasing the vocabulary development of at least ________ child

How will this innovation benefit students?
· Students will respond favorably to instruction.
· Students will maintain a higher level of ________ _____ ________
· Students will retain Tier 2 vocabulary words.
· Students will ___________ ______ ____________________ to other aspects of their learning

Problems of Practice (Stand. Stretch. Spin. Politely point and go.)
· When you were a child, how were vocabulary words taught in your classroom? 
· Do you remember how you felt when you learned new vocabulary words? 
· Did you excel in vocabulary acquisition, memorizing long lists of SAT prep words?
· Were you able to retain those words?
· In today’s schools, how is vocabulary typically taught in classrooms?
· Should students today learn the same way we learned?

Add your comments to http://padlet.com/pwestfall1/vef6m24wu7qt.
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What does Peer-Reviewed Research say about my focus area?
“Since 2008, the proportion of children living in low-income families is on the rise.  The highest rates of extreme child poverty are in the ___________.”
                                                                           (McRel, 2006)

“Children from low income families hear _____ million words by age 4 compared to the _____ million words heard in middle class homes.”
                                                                           (Jenson, 2013)

“Between grades 1 and 3, it is estimated that economically disadvantaged students’ vocabularies increase by about __________ words per year and middle-class students’ vocabularies increase by about _________ words per year.”
                                                                          (McRel, 2006)

“All students, regardless of _____________-_____________________ ____________________ or background, need to make significant gains in __________________ and ___________________ vocabulary at home and at school each year, in order to support their growth in vocabulary.”
                                                            (Jolongo and Sobolak, 2011)

“For students with complex learning needs, incorporating technological tools in such activities, may increase students’ __________________, _________________, and ______________.” 
                                                        (Erickson & Koppenhaver, 2007)

Action Research Title: Will the Use of _______________________ and ___________________ ____________________________ in an Interactive Learning Log Aid in the Vocabulary Acquisition of Fourth Graders in a Title I School?

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to measure and describe the effects of a _______________________ teaching strategy which includes the use of Flocabulary and a variety of graphic organizers in interactive learning logs to assist fourth grade students at a Title I school in their acquisition of Tier 2 High Frequency or Multiple Meaning Vocabulary.

Participants:
21 students in Mrs. Westfall’s ELA class
Union Elementary School in Brunswick County Schools


Data from 3rd Grade EOG in Reading:
_____ Level 1  _____ Level 2   _____ Level 3   ____ Level 4  ___ Level 5

Study Variables:
Independent: Use of Flocabulary Daily, Games, Activities, & Graphic Organizers 
Dependent: Outcomes on Formative Assessments & Outcomes on Summative Assessments

Research Questions:
1. Will the students show an increase in their ___________ vocabulary words from their pre-assessment to their final assessment using a Core Vocabulary Diagnostic Screening?

2.  Will students show a significant gain on the diagnostic test for the __________ ______ ________________ from the beginning of the instruction to the completion of the fourteen-week program?

3. Will students who complete the Level __________________ Flocabulary video lessons show growth from their pre-tests to their post-tests of weekly words?

4. Will there be a significant difference between the scores of the students with access to __________________________ at home, compared to the students who can only access Flocabulary at school?

5. Will there be a difference between the vocabulary acquisition of _____________ and _______________________?

6. Will there be a difference between the vocabulary acquisitions of different ___________________________?

7. Will ________________________________ have an impact on the vocabulary acquisition of the twenty-one fourth graders studied during the fourteen-week period?

Innovation:
Students received multi-modal vocabulary instruction including daily interaction with Flocabulary’s Word Up-Program, where they _________________, ___________, _____________, __________________, ________________ _____________ and completed a weekly written component in an interactive learning log. 

Questionnaire for Students:
How did you learn new words in the past?

Implementation in the Classroom:
1.Take Pre-test.
2. Listen to raps.
3. Record words and definitions in Learning Logs.
4. Practice daily with games or activities.
5. Take Post-test and complete Data Notebook. 

Introducing Flocabulary:
https://www.flocabulary.com/subjects/ (They will give you a free trial.)
Log in. Go to Songs and Videos. Select Vocabulary. Select your grade. Select the week. Listen to the rap. Print the lyrics. Check out the Common Core Alignment, Topic Information, and Key Words. Check out the Printable Activities and Assessments. 

Graphic Organizers used with the Interactive Learning Logs:
· Frayer Model
· Marzano’s Six Steps
· Multiple Meanings
· Polar Opposites
· Classifying the Words
· Making Connections
· Defining the Words in Our Own Way
· Quick Draws
· Quick Writes
· Vocabulary Four Squares
· Context Clues

Activities to Use with Vocabulary Words: 
· Triangle Talk
· Walk About
· Inquiry Chart

Anything Goes – Use this as a quick review with a word wall or with a list of words on the board. Quickly ask the following questions: What is the part of speech? What is the definition of _____________? Give a synonym for  _______________. Use it in a sentence. How are ______ and ______ alike?


Concept Cube  - Make a six-sided cube out of tag-board that can be folded up and taped into a three-dimensional cube. Before folding, follow the directions below:
Side one – Write the word.
Side two – Write a synonym for the word.
Side three – Write an antonym for the word.
Side four – Write a definition for the word.
Side five – Write a sentence using the word.
Side six – Think of a connection to the word.

Connect Two – Put two different lists of words on the board. Students have to make a connection between the words on the left and the words on the right. Students must write the relationship between the two words.

Find that Word – Students are asked to locate their words from a specific list during the week, month, or quarter. When a word is found in print, it is worth 1 point. When the word is used verbally and another student recognizes it, it is worth 5 points. When the word is applied and used in writing, it is worth 10 points. Keep a class list of points. 

Graphic Organizers – Complete a graphic organizer. Record in an interactive learning log. Make an anchor chart for students to use as a reference. 

Personal Word Wall or Dictionary – Give the students a personal word wall to record weekly words. 

Scavenger Hunt – Write the words from the list. Look in any book to locate the words. Write the word used in a sentence. Put the page where the word was found.

Word Experts – Designate word experts. Each expert selects a difficult word to teach to the class. He or she may complete a graphic organizer to present the word to the class. Have a Gallery Walk to allow each expert to share a new word. 

Word Jar – Provide the students with a large jar to collect interesting words as they read. Students will record the words on index cards. Or, put a large paper jar on the wall and put word cards on the jar.

Word of the Week – Have a school-wide word of the week. Share the word on the morning announcement. Use it every day. Have a class signal to demonstrate whenever the word is used throughout the day. For example, “raise the roof” after the word is heard.

http://padlet.com/pwestfall1/hdyperuxvoe9
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Others: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Games to Use with Vocabulary Words:

Charades – Divide the class into two teams. Each team has a set of words. One person acts out a word. If the word is guessed correctly, a new person acts out the next word. Students have a certain amount of time to guess the words. 

Class Pictionary – Divide the class into two teams. Set the timer for two minutes. One person selects a word card and draws a picture to describe the word. The other team members guess the word. If the correct answer is given, the person draws another word. Play continues until the timer goes off. The other team takes a turn.

Classroom Jeopardy  - Use an online version of the Jeopardy game, but put in your own vocabulary clues. Try the following categories: parts of speech, context clues, adding an ending, choose the meaning, or synonyms. 
Headbands – Make a headband out of tag-board. Paperclip a word to the front of the band. Students will give clues to the person with the headband. 

Headbands – One student wears a headband with a word paper clipped to the top. Students give clues until the person with the headband guesses correctly.

Heads Up – Get the word game on your iPhone or iPad and make your own deck. 

Hot Seat – One person sits in a special chair facing away from the board. A word is written on the board. The students in the chair may ask yes or no questions to his classmates to guess the word. Each child gets 10 questions. This can be played as a cooperative game or as a competitive game between teams.

Memory – Play this game with two to three people. Put words on cards. Put definitions on cards. Students will turn the cards face down and take turns trying to make a match. If a match is made, the player may turn over two more cards. 

Talk a Mile a Minute – Play this as a review at the end of a unit. Divide into two teams. One person sits in a chair facing away from the rest of his classmates. One person at a time gives clues to the person in the chair by talking a mile a minute. Students may give a definition, a synonym, or a hint about the word. When a word is guessed, a new teammate describes the next word. Use a timer. Keep score of the number of words guessed correctly. Let the other team take a turn. Keep rotating. 

Vocabulary Baseball – Divide your class into two teams and set up bases around your room. One person goes “to bat” at home plate. Pretend to pitch the word to the batter. If he or she can define the word, the player moves to first base. Continue to play with regular baseball rules. Three outs per team for each inning. 

Vocabulary Basketball – Use a soft ball and a wastebasket with a fresh bag. Put tape on the floor to designate a two-point line or a three-point line. Students will be given definitions. If he or she answers the word correctly, a shot can be made from one of the designated lines to earn two points or three points. This can be a cooperative game or as a competition between teams. 

Vocabulary BINGO – Write words in a blank BINGO board. Call out definitions, synonyms, or sentences with the words in context. 

http://padlet.com/pwestfall1/3l1un91hxh2s
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Other Games: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep the students engaged and their vocabulary acquisition will _____________!

Empowering the Students to Keep Track of Their Own Data:
Pre-test Score
Posttest Score
Number of Words Gained
Words to Study
Final Scores on Post Assessments
Total Number of Words Gained

Data:
Growth from Pre-assessment to Post-Assessment of Core Vocabulary 4A, 5A, and Diagnostic from Word Up:
4A _________ to _________
5A _________ to _________
Word Up __________ to ___________

Observations of Mean Scores on Weekly Tests:
Range of Pre-test Scores: ___________________________
Range of Post-test Scores: ___________________________

Observations of Mode Scores on Weekly Tests:
______________ on post-tests every week

Observations of Median Scores on Weekly Tests:
________ 100s out of 14 weeks

Comparison of Students with Technology with those without Technology at Home:
67% did not have technology at home but their growth was significantly ____________________ than those with technology at home. 

Observations of Students with Different Ethnicities:
_______________________ and ______________________ had the most growth from pre-tests to post-tests, but ________ ethnicities had nearly the same post-test scores. 

Observations of Class Mean for Total Number of Words Gained:
Class Mean - __________ words
Scores of Students who did not Pass Their 3rd Grade Reading EOG
_______, _______, ________, ________, __________, & _________

Comparison of Performances by Students with Different Genders:
Males and Females scored nearly the __________ on post-tests.

Effects of Attendance on Performance:
Mean of Students Who Missed 2 or More Days: _____________
Mean of Students With Perfect Attendance During a Week: ________ 

Your Thoughts about the Project 
Write three adjectives describing this project:
___________________, _____________________, and ___________________

Create a Word Cloud from http://www.abcya.com/word_clouds.htm.

Students’ Perceptions:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Findings:
· Students in my ELA group gained an average of
________ Tier Two words during the fourteen weeks of the action research project.   
· The program was successful for _______ students.
· There was _______ a significant difference between students with or without access to technology at home.
· Students who missed _________ ____ __________ _________ in a week had scores slightly below their peers who attended every day.
· Using the ______________ _________ ______________ from Flocabulary, along with the writing piece in the students’ interactive ______________ __________, my students made great gains in their vocabulary acquisition.





Quotes from the Students:
· Student One: “Flocabulary is an educational, _______________ way to learn new words.”
· Student Two: “If you use Flocabulary, your students will ____________ learn vocabulary words!”

Access to Wiki:
http://gtnpd38.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/About+the+Project
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Websites Related to Vocabulary:

Eduplace This site offers practice skills for Language Arts.

Eleven free Reading Websites Check out these reading resources.

Eleven Ways to Use Technology in the Classroom This handy list will help you integrate technology.

Fact Monster Use this online almanac, dictionary, encyclopedia, and thesaurus.

15 Vocabulary Tasks Fifteen ways to teach vocabulary.

Flocabulary Students love the raps and don't even realize they are learning!

Idiom of the Day Have fun sharing an idiom of the day.

Narrowing the Language Gap This is a great article about vocabulary acquisition.

National Geographic for Young Explorers High interest articles will motivate students to read.

Padlet Students can write definitions, sentences, synonyms, antonyms, or connections on sticky notes.


ReadWriteThink There are many interactive graphic organizers on this site.

Scholastic's Research Starters Build vocabulary through research.

Sixteen Websites to Teach and Learn Vocabulary This is a great collection of vocabulary websites.

StorylineOnline People from the Screen Actors Guild read books.

Ten Great Tips for Vocabulary Instruction Ten resources to improve vocabulary.

Time for Kids Make flashcards for all subjects.

Twenty-one Vocabulary Strategies This is another great list of technology connections.

Worksheets - The Teacher's Corner Build crossword puzzles, word search puzzles, and close passages with this website.

Thank you for attending my session today. I hope you enjoyed your conference experience and will be able to find at least one useful activity to use with your own classroom or to share with another educator. Please email me if I can help you in any way!
				
Contact Information:
Name: Polly Westfall
School/District: Union Elementary School/ Brunswick
Phone: 910 – 579-3591
Email: pwestfall@bcswan.net

Please complete the evaluations for this presentation:

                               GTN                        CCSA
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